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'Order sprin^tsi from the free 
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Threepence 


White V. Black In Central Africa 

fob Discrimination 


\UE o( the more mehincholy 
aifpecis of the “colonial scene'" 
economic division between 
ick and white workers rigidly ad^ 
ed to by the while man fearful 
^tAfrican economic advaricement. 
Jnically, it is often the employer 
fbo recognises the need to satisfy 
wrican econo mic and polkrcal as- 
Sralions. The reason for his “wise 
g'mcnf" may be purely maieriab 
but African workers arc not 
Jng to probe too deeply into 
lives if employers see fit to in- 
ase the size of theif wage packets 
gimensuralc with European work- 
> 'doing the same job. 

[Recent televised interviews of 
liite workers in Southern and 
^Ihem Rhodesia, produced with- 
ji exception, the same reaction. A 
were “all for’ the African but 
ew the line when it came to mix- 
sociallyp and certainly none of 
felt that Africans were ready 
Sl-^political responsibility or entitled 
lugher wages. 

fhe African is accused of being 
Jazy and indilTereni w'orkcr, which 
^ ardly surprising since his rew^ard 
r.hard labour is ten times lower 
in the average white worker, (quite 
an from the different cultural 
ckground with its traditional 
jwer tempo of life). 

3ui w'hatever justification the 
bite worker puts forward for the 
equal status of the African he can- 
not conceal the real issue. A hand- 
j| of skilled and unskilled Europ¬ 
an workers enjoy a standard of 
Fliving and a social status far ahead 
of anything they could achieve back 
“in the old country^”. It is therefore 
[■ In their interests, as they see it* to 
keep millions of Africans at a de¬ 
pressed economic level, without 
training facilities for skiUed jobs and 
with the minimum of political 
rights. 

Here and there a concession is 
made by the organised w^hiie work¬ 
ers accompanied by a clause or two 
compiled to prevent the African get¬ 


Price of a Free 
Press 

^HE OBSERVER last Sunday 

, drew' attention to the fact that 
for the first lime since 1937 it was 
publishing a 40 page issue. 

As a matter of interest we measur¬ 
ed the column inches of that issue 
devoted to advertising. Out of 40 
pages* 21 i pages were taken up by 
advertisements! 

Now to the economics of the Ob¬ 
server. Assuming that the Trust 
receives 2d. per copy* the income on 
the 750.000 copies sold each week is 
£6*250. But revenue from adver¬ 
tisements at £ 1 *500 a page is £32.250* 
that is 5 times as much as is received 
from the sales of the paper. 

If the Observer dispensed with 
advertising and produced a 20 page 
issue (which would contain all the 
reading matter now published in the 
40 page issue) production costs and 
profits would, we deduce* amount to 
say £30,000 and therefore with a 
circulation of 750,000 the ''economic 
price” would be approximately lOd. 
a copy. A modest price to pay for 
a free press. But how many of the 
Observer*s 750,000 readers would be 
prepared to buy the paper at that 
price? 


ting loo many privileges”, as for 
e.iample the recent proposals ac¬ 
cepted by the Northern Rhodesian 
Minew'orkers* Union representing 
daily paid European workers in the 
copper mines. 

The proposals made after a year's 
negotiations betw'een the union and 
the six mining companies in the 
Mining Joint Industrial Council 
only affect skilled jobs ! 

The mn ts fo sef up a s/ng/e wage 
straemre from hboarers starfing at 
Bs. per day plus bonus to operators, 
so far exclusiveiy European, earning 
ten rimes that much. 

Europeofis in the mines have al¬ 
ready been guarameed that none wUl 
he (aid off hecause of African ad¬ 
vancement, but the possibie lack of 
emphymem for their sons has bem 
a remaining fear. To allay this the 
proposals include a training scheme 
for yonrhs of any race, preferably 
the sons of empkfyees. The scheme 
uw carried by 1,868 votes to L28S, 
Most of the votes against emnv from 
operators and few from arttsmts 
whose fobs are not threatened. 

la Britain coloured workers arc 
conditionally employed, that is their 
employmem is subject to the num¬ 
bers of jobs available, and it is 
q^erstood if not actually stated in 
wanting that white workers “come 
first” at any rate in industries where 
the unions are strong. Ostensibly 
the issue is not racial but is inter¬ 
preted as a safeguard for “the British 
working man”. Since most coloured 
workers in jobs are from the West 
Indies and, iherefore, British sub¬ 
jects also* the argument is not very 
sound. 

If the principle of preference for 
the indigenous subject is accepted 
then it must apply in Northern 
Rhodesia and in other colonial terri¬ 
tories where the white man is the 
“foreigner”. But in fact of course it 



is the white man who demands and 
is gi%'en guarantees in colonial coun¬ 
tries where econoniic and politically 
deprived African.s live by comparison 
at a staggeringly low standard. 

Here ihe argument agaiast equal¬ 
ity is simply one of preference for 
the native Briton; in colonial coun¬ 
tries the privileged position which 
the white man holds is justified by 
the “benefits brought by the while 
man'* arguniem* W'iih which the 
African should be satisfied and 
grateful even if he does get ten limes 
less pay for the same job f 

So far, throughout Rhodesia* ihe 
white man’s policies h^i^'e paid off 
but his pow'er is slipping from him* 
and although we do not agree with 
the principle that because a man 
“belongs'* to a country' by accident 
of birth he is entitled to greater 
benefits than the foreigner, the Afri¬ 
can cannot be blam^ if when he 
gets political power in Rhodesia he 
disregards the principles of demo¬ 
cracy and racial equality, so long 
denied him. 


The Lady Chatterley Trial 

Sense and 


CO the verdict was “Nat 

perhaps it wav “Filthy but Eng. 
Lti.”; and after thirty ycarii Lady Chat- 
tefteys Lmer has emerged from the 
Censors underworld into the dear liftht 
of the bookshops, th is interesting to 
note that, like Loliia and t//y.wej. it did 
so about 18 months after being freed in 
the USAh But the six-day trial was not 
a resounding blow for freedom and 
common-sense^it was in fas welt as 
being good business for the lawyers) the 
most splendid instance ot British hypo¬ 
crisy in years, and well repays examina¬ 
tion. 

The first thing to note is the recent 
change in the censorship law. The 
Obscene PubHcations Act of 1959 lays 
down four new principles—^an item must 
be considered as a whole (no conviction 
for a single dirty word); it must be con* 
stdered in relation to its tiieiy pabtic 
(not its possible one); it must be con¬ 
sidered in relation to the public good 
(liiemry merit, scientific information, 
etc,): and expert evidence may be given 


Reflections on Clore, Cotton, Littler & Monopolies 

THE REAL RULERS 


'JTHE take-over bid made by 
Messrs. Cotton and Clore for the 
Moss Empires group has been de¬ 
scribed as a “thoroughly praise¬ 
worthy desire to upset the present 
monopolithic structure of ihe British 
eniertainmeni business*. The same 
writer (Peter Wisher in the Sunday 
Times) a week earlier, discussing the 
Clore-Cotion merger, declared that 
a decisive step had been taken “to 
separate the men from the boys in 
the British property world” 

With Ihcir combined reputation, drive 
and financial backing—thc £1*600 mil¬ 
lion assurance triumvirate of Pearl. Pru¬ 
dential. Legal and General being only 
the largest pan—there can be liulc in 
the realms of the possible that they can¬ 
not afford. If 2S acres are needed, 
almost anywhere in ihe world, then 25 
acres can now be obtained. 

Perhaps we have not understood 
the meaning of the foregoing* but lo 
us ii stinks of monopoly* And we as¬ 
sume that having now separated the 
“men from the boys” in the property 
business, there will be more mergers 
among ‘‘the men” and it will be only 
a question of time before “the boys” 
go to the wall. Not that mankind 
will feel their loss! 

Messrs. Clore and Cotton in their 


Moss Empires bid were made to 
appear as “monopoly busters'* in 
so far as they were trying to cap¬ 
ture one of the two most powerful 
chains of thealres in this country 
from the grip of Mr. Prince Littler, 
a monopolist if ever there was one. 
In 1942 Mr* Littler got control of 
the management shares of the Stoll 
Theatres Corporation. A year later 
he bought six more theatres owned 
by Associated Theatre Properties. 
And according to “Mammon'* in 
the Observer 

for the rest of the forties tl\ere wa.s a 
string of acquisUions—coBUol or near 
control of theatres in London and 
provinces, suburban music halls* cater¬ 
ing firms, breweries, the Hooper Struve 
soft drink business* H. M. Tenncnt, the 
iheatrical agents, and a lot more besides. 

Litrlcr's position is even stronger than 
it seems. Not only are some of the 
ancillary ^interests—thealre catering, for 
example—piobably more profitable than 
theatre management, and manaB^ment 
usually more profitable than theatre 
ownership. 

And if this were mt enough he 
and his accountant sit on the boards 
of more than thirty companies 

"where they meet all the other great 
powers of the theatre ... It is a tight 


little world and the Prince was its un¬ 
disputed ruler—until last week," 

That is* yniil Messrs. Clore and 
Colton (we shall henceforth refer to 
them as Cloiton) attacked the 
Prince's one w'eak spot: the Stoll 
group owned only 45 per cent, of 
the Ordinary^ Capital and 30 per 
cent, of the votes* in Moss. Only 
last year Littler had sought to put 
this right, for him and the Stoll* by 
a merger of the two* but was resisted 
by a substantial minority of the Moss 
shareholders. But w^hat he could 
not achieve last year in his empire 
building* the intervention of the 
Cloiton companies made possible 
within 48 hours. Now the Prince 
has acquired a working majority in 
Moss Empires “and a few thousand" 
extra votes for good measure. Pay¬ 
ing an average of more than £2 for 
shares which had not risen above 
15/3 this year he soon obtained the 
necessary 330*000 he required \n 
Moss to control a majority of the 
votes. For a mere £1 million (in- 
cidentally Mr* Littler has “close 
relations” with Eagle Star Insurance) 
he was able to regain his throne as 
undisputed ruler, and send the 
Cloiton boys packing* 

Wr Cuntiiiucil or p. 3 


on boib sjJcv 

This h dearly an advance on the pre¬ 
vious posiuon, from ihc points ol view 
of wriicrt, piibli’shers. bthikw-llcrs and 
readers alike (though the profe^ssicnal 
pornoBfaphen arc probably ici* happy), 
absurd old legal defimtion of 
"'ptNiSnity*' stilt uartiJ^—that which “de- 
or corrupts" rhi> li arrant 
nonsciTsc. since many things corrupt anJ 
deprave without being obKcne, and 
many others are obscene wtihout deprav¬ 
ing or corrupiing anyone. In fact (he 
test o a sexual one—that which raiws 
sexual intercsl or excitement- and be¬ 
cause this is so dilUcuk to pin down 
it becomcni in practice that which shocks 
or disgusiH. A ceniraL point in the issue 
is that no one wifi ever udnut to being 
corrupted or depraved—fi« alwayi the 
other fellow—so that any trial for 
obscenity always becomes a completely 
unrealistic affair; quite apart from being 
completely absurd. 

Make no mistake about the test being 
a sexual one. The old law couldn't deal 
with children's Horror Comics, although 
they clearly both corrupted and depraved 
their readers, and a special Act had to 
be passed to do so in 1955. Similarly 
books describing or advocating viotence 
Of cruelty are not affected. Sensational 
trash by Mickey Spillanc* Peter Chcyjicy, 
Hank Janson or Ian Fleming; classics by 
Smollett* Rider Haggard or ICipling; 
Dracula or No Orchids for Miss Blan* 
dish: The Protocols of the Elders of 
Zion or Afirm Kampf —books like these 
are not banned because they “deprave 
or corrupi”. One of the oddest things 
about our censorship is that it is illegal 
to siimulaic activity that is not itself 
illega! on the one hand, hut not illegal 
to stimulate other activity that is illegal. 
Murder may be exciting; fornication 
may not* It is a very odd business* and 
the deeper you go Into it the odder it be¬ 
comes—but this is not the place to 
examine why no one minds the murder 
at the end of Lolita when many people 
object to the seduction at ihc beginning. 

The second ihing to note is the book 
chosen as the first real test case under 
the new Act (Ihe Ladies' Directory 
doesn't count, since it wasn't a proper 
book but simply a list of prostitutes). 
Roy Jenkins, the Labour MP who did 
most to get the Act through Parliamenl 
(it took five yeare), has expressed sur* 
prise that Lady Chmwriey's Lover should 
be chosen* he complaini that the authori¬ 
ties promised they would get on with 
their '"proper" job ol chasing commer¬ 
cial pornography (as the liberal press is 
always urging them to doj, and would 
leave works of literalure alone. At this 
point we may laugh a hollow laugh— 
wo could have told Mr. Jenkins at ihe 
Sian never to trust a policeman* In a 

I way if serves him right, for reasons I 
will raise Uter. 

ii^ CoBtiiiued OB pi, 3 






























<The Playboy of the Western World* 


^j^HAT wt»uiij Hriruin he wiihtim iK 


Ccjtic frmpic ' Wiiai, in par* leu- 
lar. would £niifi?«h Iticfaiurc he without 
it- trish wfiicf^? For ibrcc hundred 
ytstn now the Cngliih have had no elo¬ 
quence, except when they mskc war 
speeches In ihw couniry. cliHiucncc is 
ridiculous, paiusion is cmbarraisitiK, 
poetry IS contemptible. No wonder so 
many writm irwf oiatorg who utJc words 
a» magic things and not simply as coun¬ 
ter! have hecn ms* English but Iriifh. 
Scot fish. Wet^h, Jewish. When cloqueni 
pocu Have appeared in England they 
have been pilloried by critics artd osira- 
cised by prigs The man who is admired 
js the mao who says w*hai he means and 
mcaoiv whai he says—not the man who 
aays what he feels and loves what he 
saya. 


genius, m- 


This phJlisLine attitude has spread evert 
lo eloquent Ireland, so ihoi most Irish 
writer?- of any stature have Had to be 
exiles rf they wanted to be Nstened to* 
But wbai a galaxy of exiles I Congreve, 
Farquhar, Swifi; Sheridan. Goldsmith* 
Sterne; Wilde. Yeats, Shaw; Synge. 
O’Casey. Behan; Moore, Joyce, Beckett 
—men like these have used our language 
with passion, adorning everything they 
touched. Even so, the besi inspiration 
of an Irish writer, however long his 
eaik, is usually Ireland and the Irish. 


Synge it typica]. He left Ireland when 
he was a young man, and wandered 
around the Continent until—the story 
told him to go back to 
Ireland, to the Aran Islands in Galway 
Bay. to find the inspiration be sought in 
the primitive peasanfi who spoke English 
(and Gaelic) as if it were Homeric Greek* 
He did so. wrote some masterpieces that 
were howled off the Dublirt stage by hlii 
outraged eompatriots. and died of cam 
ecr in his thirties—just over fifty years 


agti The tdd ; e\jle. 

lult, death 

li IS aJso lypical that bcciiij<ic of our 
extraordrnarv aitiludc to fiferature in 
I his couniry we hardly ever gel a chanee 
ui sec Synge's plays performed The 
fact that they are some of the best ever 
wriiien in English is unimporianr. Ap- 
parenily it is only wonh pulling on plays 
by a dead author if his name happens 
lo be Shakespeare* How many people 
who read this have ever had the oppor¬ 
tunity to see a play by Synge? Anyone 
would think we were ashamed he wrote 
in English. Bui, iliank gDodness, there 
has recently been a run at the Piccadilly 
Theatre—'Tor a limited season'^ (why?) 
-^of what IS generally agreed to be his 
best play. The Plnybfty o/ riir B'ejffTn 

When this rnastcrpiecc was first put 
on at the Abbey Theatre in Dublin in 
1907* it was thought to be a gross cari¬ 
cature of the people of Wcsiern Ireland. 
Certainly the village community on the 
wild Mayo coast (in the north-west), 
crushed by the Church of Rome and the 
Government of England, fuddled with 
whiskey and stout, is not the most stimu* 
la ting society one could imagirtc. But 
for all their dullness, the peasants can 
talk: and part of Synge*s greatness was 
that be set down their wonderful talk 
for the world to hear. 

The other part of his greainess was 
that he brought in his imagination as 
well. Into the link village comes a young 
man, a poet, drunk with eloquence, who 
hat wandered up frOTn Kerry fin the 
south-west) after killing his father out 
in the fields in a fit of rage. At once 
he ii the idol of the peasants, the cham¬ 
pion. the playboy* He wins their sports* 
and he wins the heart of the publiean^s 


diiijghter But when hri triumph com¬ 
plete, and we are expecting the conven- 
imniil romantic cndititj—in walks his 
lather, who has followed him up the 
coast, to punish him one! take him back 
*o work in Ihc fieUls. At once the 
peasants turn on him for being a liar, 
hut he chases his father out and kilts 
him again, in front of them all. 


But he is not their champion any 
more. ’"A strange man in a marvel* 
wiih his mighty talk; bin what^s n squab¬ 
ble in your back yard, and the blow of 
u loy* have taught me Ihai (bereV a great 
gap between a gallaus story and a dirty 
deed," They lie him with ropes to drag 
him off* and he is almost subdued— 
when, yes. you've guessed it. his father 
comes in again, on all fours this time, 
but unkillcd. The two go off together, 
rcconeilcd at last. The peasants will 
have peace again; but the giri mourns 
his departure—*T'VC lost the only Play¬ 
boy of the Western World," 

Absurd. Frivolous. Trivial. Yes* there 
is no social message here, no lessons for 
the audience. But what a wonderful 
play it is for a few nights before the 
West End falls back imo the clutch of 
The Mffusetrapi And of course there 
is a message if you care lo look for ii— 
hut donT look too hard, or ihe whole 
thing will fall to pieces. There is a 
message about words and poetry and 
'romance, the difference between a beau- 
lifui idea and a brutal fact* Nor should 
you ignore such a message—it is no 
coincidence that the heirs of Synge have 
been O'Casey the Communist, Behan the 
IRA man, Donleavy the nihilist. In 
time the difference he!ween the beautiful 
idea and the brutal fact becomes rntoJer* 
able; some people try to make brutal 


LETTERS TO THE 


P R E E D 0 

EDITORS 


•CATHOLIC ANARCHISTS’ 


Tm. tiHTOfis, 

In your October Hi issue vou state 
in A note io one of the ktierfc to the 
editors ihai you do not believe m 
“Catholic Anarchism"*. Since I have not 
read your past arguments on this sub¬ 
ject I am not familiar with your reasons 
lor not bcficving in the concept of 
Catholic anarchisin, but as a Catholic 
anarchist I would like to point out that 
I have found nothing incompaiibk be¬ 
tween Catholicism and anarchy, “fhe 
Church can only direct me in the mat* 
ter of faith and morals and this in no 
way mtcffcres wtrb my ideas concerning 


ideas, but the better ones try to make 
beautiful facts—why* then you have 
progress* 


In the meantime, it has been an un¬ 
forgettable experience to see an Iribh 
company acting ihtss great Irish play— 
especially Siobhan MacKenna as the girl 
Pegeen, and Donai Donndly as the 
Playboy, Irishry has become so hack¬ 
neyed in Eng land ihat U is. good io have 
it from a masrer, who had it from the 
most Irish Irishmen of all in the islands 
of the Western World half a century ago. 
Whflt writers arc listening lo the .'jpcech 
of the people now, before everyone talks 
like the BBC, lo bring back another dash 
of eloquence to English literature? It 
h encouraging to sec that there are 
actually several who are doinjt just that. 
One day* if there are enough of them— 
who knows, there might even be sorrve 
eloquence in English life as well. , . . 

N.W. 


FREEDOM BOOKSHOP 


OPEN DAILY 


(Opvn 10 A.m.—Si.30 p*m. and fill S p,fn. 

■vary Saturday*] 

Nciv Beroits • - . 


TJi« Lotui and tka Robot 

Arthur Koerilar 
Doctort Waar Scarlai 

Simon Raven 

Heprims and 
Cheap Editiam , - . 

Lady Ckatiarlay'i Lovar 

D* W* Lawreneo 
THfl Span^ih Labyrinth 

SeraM Bra nan 
Th« Golden Au Apulaiut 

Riyehtairy Today 

Of ^ '^:-:-n-=>rd-Clafi 
Tha Tha««Y ^ Guslnau EntarprUa 
T:-: ;t#in Vab ' n 
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6Uc« Rpoy 
Cup of Gold 
Haradity. Raca 




Tha Rfychology 


Kiritafd 

Johr. Sl«‘«b4 ’i 
6 Society 

t T. 

of Thinking 
Robert Thom^r. 
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SecoDif-ilant/ * - . 

World Sunfay iW-2 

of rialior.i 

Tha Plaba Atlas (1611) 

J, f Horrabtrv 

World looftoNile Davalopiwant 
11946] L^aAi Stalay 

MoatafM lor tha Icoaomie 
DavalopnMNil ol UiMlor^Dovtlopad 
CMatrliw I UNO] 

Madtiafalfl John Mc^rlay 

Tha Gfaat llavoll »n GaitJl# 
{1630} H I Saa-ar 

T6« Rndatakwi (1631) 

M Corr Savf>dar> 6 P, L W*iM>r 
Hiilory oi kha Ewfljsli Laodad 
fataraati RMiaall M, Ga'«>>ar 
Tha Modora Mot aw n all ia Art 
{*f2T] R H. 

Tha Odhrana A. t. ¥awjlr«r' 
Who b lef UbarlyT 

Hwiyh ko*i Wdl:amM-.r* 
Champion of Ubarif-^hariat 
iradbvgh loaaat* Sham 

Or« Man m hti IWa 

N, Ur Rofodia 
Tha £«a( Awinaa RIm 

Sloian Rr anl 
Lila aad LoMati ol Go*tf a Jacob 
Hitlyoaba 2 wah* »at 

Tha Oaam al I k ali a UmUIcw 

Joy in Work Hanri Ua Uaa 
Mind at Iht Tad of Hi Tokhai 
H. G. Wtl'. 

I'erifM/iCif/* * • . 

World Labour Ha*i hhw Da: 
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Around the Galleries 
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THIS is a gay week for the better 
^ lypc of lunatic fringe for Georges 
Mathicu has Joped into mwn and this 
French painter who combines the ap¬ 
pearance of a young Groticho Marx with 
the financial acumen of a London estate 
agent Ii well mt to oust the ageing Dali 
from the role of society's clown, in 
is Ktatement to Ihe press Georges Mathitu 
staled ihu*. ""men's clothes have no per- 
sonalny* I have ordered a claret tuxedo 
and invented a waisicoat which builons 
down the side", which all in all is a 
pubiktty blurb that ihe Master himself 
would not have disduined. Sir Herbert 
Kead. never at a loss for a sophism m 
dcrcrtcc of the latest fashionable herc.sy 
has declaimed that Georges Malhku's 
paintings arc, 'ufi unprcmediiatcd 
paroxyMn, as un-seffconscious as a 
child'i scribble or the autograph of a 
caliph". Paroxysm can be defined as anv 
suddent violent action, a fit of passiori 
or a fir of acute pain occurring ai inter¬ 
vals and I feel ihat the first definition 
covers Mailiieu's paintings and the third 
delimiion covers my leactiort to Sir Her¬ 
bert's testanienii. But Jet us not make the 
mistake of denying Maihieu*s talent 
merely becau^ we dislike his clowning 
or firs company for that ii a trap that 
too fiuiny fall into when they damn a 
man's work for his pcjnical, religious 
of ftuiraj opinions. 


it is "sign". The only danger in this 
type of exhibition is that the organisers 
are liable to run out of paintings before 
they have exhausted the adjectives, but 
there it is for those that like a good 
mixed show. The same gallery as last 
time, the same gcmieman at the desk 
to lake your money, the same Robert 
Melville of *he Arthur Jeffress Gallery 
to grace the catalogue and even a couple 
of paintings, Agaoglu's ""Brown and 
grey" and Capogrossi's "Surface 188"'* 
from the last exhibition to fill the wall 
space, or perhaps, they forgot to take 
them down after the last exhibition. 


It only needed the announcemem that 
Roger Coleman of Art iVrws was lo join 
in a public discussion of the prosaic 
"sign'* and to come across Alloway on 
“Words on Images" in a dim student 
magazine to realise that all the hot 111 lie 
hands were finally joined in the old 
charmed circle. Alloway it now the 
official muse for the Tory IR'er'AJy Foji 
and it is unfortunate that a man who 
in the post has never been afraid to lake 
a stand in the defence of the unpopular 
in the ans should ibis week devote a 
large slice of his column to attacking 
the group of artists associated with 
Bowen and the New Vision Gallery. 


Arts irend of muscle painting for like 
so many who have exhibited there of 
late his paint appears to have been 

spooned onto his canvas like chocolate 
onto a tray hut aiill the blurred image 
only lies upon the surface like a reflec¬ 
tion upon churned mud and one feels 
that one more turn of his tired brush 

and all would be lost in a mess of 

darkening paint* 

I would like to mention the work of 
Prunella Clough and lack Smith hut 
there is a ba.sic honesty about these two 
painters so compleiely alien to the limes, 
thai common courtesy forbids that I 

should leave them only a few lines, so 
for them another week. 

Abihur Moves, 
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Wi can lupply ANY bcfolt 


iih»d. 


►pi I 

maludinq t**! ou>Lt. Plaai* Supply pub* 


Uihar'i rLtma rl poaaJbl#. bid If not »a 
aan find iL S^ifoa and rnd-«rl pdirf 
boali saarcliad iw — and haquantV 
faiindl 

PoiUti fra« on all It amt 

Mtolitabl* frMi 


17ft MAXWELL ROAD 
FULHAM LONDON SW4 
Til : Ranown >71 


Upon a changing hackgrourMl of flat 
bright colour Maihku painii the »ame 
pifti(in>i tirno and time agom The titles 
cluiftgc bui the iub|ccf is always ihe chat¬ 
tering tommy gun or the light machine- 
giio, occoidtng lo Ihe »t£c of his canvas. 
WitJi a colour-fOMkcd sponge Mathieu 
wipes in, with I few htief sliokcs a vague 
%iig§/tumn of hit lubprct metier Iheri with 
a swif* and swinging biutfi and with paint 
fhai linnet like icing sugar he wniea tn 
hii vjhiatrng »uh machinr gyn I hesc 
paiiitingt have ilk- iharin of C Jiinru caf- 
Jigiaptiy but ifK> are tiniiga of iIil 
iixmicni, for like a well dinsed Bund 
Slicel windiiw ihe^ art ffiric to ih 
adfiiucd and then ignored in favour nf 
the lie A* wi/afow drcsicr i oflcMiig 
Malluco'i only failuics arc lill►lc pamr 
irtgi inids lu till ron large a i anv ah. 
for when hit ann lan no forigrr sovci 
the whtdc of ihc carivat. hr it fourd lu 
licailale and the rh>lhrfi of his swingiriit 
hr lull ih bailed hut goinl oi had the huui 
riwi arp buxirig lltrin al ptuct rangjrig 
from li.tXIO li‘ a fraiite lull and 

tint iliuuld nuike Cjicorgrs and lltc New 
I otidon CjaiJrry at 17 (Jid Bond Micei. 
W 1 happy, so who aio I to iptti the 
puny 


Alloway, in my opinion, has carried 
the torch for too much rubbishy paimmg 
to call copper on those who commit the 
same fault All ihia would be very un- 
imporiarii if il were not for the fact that 
these people carry considerable influence 
and then likes and divlikes will otic day 
decide what appears uprm the walls of 
the Tate Gallery and varioui provinciuJ 
gaJlerict, and il you feel that thi« kidiur- 
kumpj between dealers, critics and 
painters is 6 stupid business tliut docs 
not cuncern you, then undcrsiund thii. 
fn the cud yuu will have to fiay in hard 
cash fur then w hims and I heir miktakcv. 
Walk ihiuugh itm catueninbs be neat li the 
Tate Ilafiery and wHness the rubbish 
lying ihrn among the sltadows among 
ih« dint and lefiiember tlia* lens of 
lliousands ot pounds was paid oiil tor 
■ he prtvih'gi of hnaiding junk 


t Jiiafiy 111 itiuin to the imiiUcis, the 
Million liilkry at 44 S4uith Moltoii 
htreci, W J are ihownig ific woik of ilit 
Iksaaiahian painter Siorna lUiuin Hiv 
cloud lotnuittofi^ caesuted in iiiutid 
blues and Jighi gic>» with a siiialJ 
diaggiug fat Mill are slight hut pliasant 
ihingi araJ we mn derive av iiiucli 
pleasure lioin viewuig them as the 
artist fiiuti have had on pamting them. 


Ihe It A It n fWcf Sitrel. W| 
arc showing i collection of well kimum 
pnrnimgs uttdri ilie cover of “ I tie 
myiterioui sigrV Wa ve hid ''■itisaiuin" 
and Unie i* waa ""nuillei" mid today 


nte Beaux Ann (iNllciy at 1 lltuioii 
Place, WJ Imvc filled them Imtn like 
iiitetloi with the opproasivv painting of 
the lit ty SIX yell'old !iwadish pAoiter 
Lvrti I undqulit 11* lotlowx the iteaux 


gtivcrnmcni, pToudhon'ii nicfci 
.lucial coganizatinn based nn cornin/ 

ownership and free agreements is 
lially very linJe different from iht i;! * 
gious community, and of af| the 
types ol communities that have ' 
tried, the Carholie leligious commur^^^ 
ii one of the very few which has 
dured* 

Personally, my religious beliefs 
served to extend the horbtom of 
anarchmic convictions, raih^ than 
limit Them to the materialixlic and leiiJ 
poral. 1 believe that it is 'he 
emphasis on materialism and the ex 
Sion of the spiritual needs of men 
has been responsible for the drsillmj 
and failure of anarchists in the pasl^ 

In this country, the first anarcH 
who came out against incomi taxes, 
defence and other government evils id 
positive, non-violent and construcijl 
rrtanner were the small group of 
lie anarchists at the Carhofic WorkoLi 
New York, Ammon Hennacy 
Dorothy Day led the first protest ag 
ctvil defence in New York city in l| 
While you may not “bcUcvc in Cathd 
anarehi&m" the evidence poims to/ 
fact that it is being lived, and tha 
works. 

Sincerely, 
fMrs.T Carol PEitav GoRaBNl 
Wisconsin, V.S.A., Oct 31. 


The Independent I*r4 


TS there a grim lesson for the votery 
the merger of the News Chron^ 
with the Daily Anaxchists^ii 

of course, cannot in all conscieriec 
for any party candidalc^—have con 
ently declared the. lack of any 
dilferenee between " Liberal"" and 
servative'' politics, and the ease 
which these two organs of poli^ 
opinion have fused is evidence cno 
of their compatibility. 

Now. more than ever, the rea 
citizen must rely upon ihc few 
pletcly poliricaily independent perid 
cals. Which are ihe&c? FRE£DOWt!l« 
course, and Peace News probably. ^ 
your readers name any other? Pos 
The Hutnankl. although its polilii 
ideas are not often in evidence. 

We shall soon, at the present rate 
demise of national newspapers, be 
duced completely to fcliancc for poli^ 
cal information upon the increasifi 
volume of material emanaiiog fro 
Embassy press or information depjft^ 
men Is. 

Sautfmnpie/n, Get. 10. B. C* Bevis. 


Theatre 

Are M.P.s Human I 


Mr. BDRKE, M.P. ut the Mermaid 
Theatre, Lunddn* 


‘TfOMsr'j of Commons and Houses of 
Lords appear to me to hr fooisf they 
seem to be something Else besides 
Hitman LifeJ* 


JERALD FROW in his play at the 
Mermaid has exicndcd the Blake 
quotation to nuikc Mr. Burke, M.P. 
JitcraUy an ape. The play h fashtonafalc 
in its satire on politicians, newspapers, 
P.K.Si advertising, marchers, TV. pro- 
granmics in iho way that The t//y- White 
Hoys, Espresso Pml .SVii^oy have 

iimdo all too faiuiliar; with Ihc usual 
liive/huto relationship that passes for 
vatirc oowadays. U is all done fairly well 

the suiire on a brums-irusi it pariteu- 
laiiy goinl But the whole thing dales, 
il huv u period air to which the skilfic 
group Irtuli MU old-world charm ThB 
s not III ly Thai uv a iatirc it ts not 
enjoy a hk. 

Sill ire il very dilliculi tiu^diutn ami 
ticfalil Lrow lias not pulled il ofl. In¬ 
deed huttre being a iwiv-edged sword. 
Ihc awful iiutsibiiiiy th.it many }WopJc 
will lake Ihc play for wliai it iv noL li 
B in a proieu againsi ihc inimive ol 
dcntm iaUc mechinerv hy puhlk opinion 
riMiiipulators A protest •igahivt the 
cvpkuiulion ol piihlic vyinp.ithy for a 
iiitnuriiy, t3 An exposmon ot ihe \iew- 
Iioiiit I hat 411 ape ncvcilhekvs an ape 
iiiiil \liuuld he ic^pcvicd foi his itpchood 
and nut hiv nianhinul. U could be re¬ 
gal ded as toj an ntiuek on democracy, 
ffi] uii riiiuck on hyniamiununLsnt (r.g. 
the excelleiii march scene reminiscent of 
Alderirmsion with the retrain 'UTicn the 


Apes go Marching in'k (c) an attack on 
the lines that apes arc better kept in 
their place. At Sloanc Square or even 
at Mornington Crcsccm it is unlikely 
that Group 'IVo ideas would be read 
into the play very of leu but with the 
audience at the Mermakl it falls a littk 
strangely or> the ear. 

From the beginning we start off our 
protest march on tho wrong foot. Two 
convicls are being discharged from gaol 
(they are excellently played by Ronald 
Pember and Brian Rawlingion) aud they 
aro reluctant to leave gaol fur the hanh 
world %>uiside, tho kindly warder presents 
them with a teddy-boy outfit. This 
could be luken on a par with Thomas 
Carlyle's tnticism of ihe model prison's 
pampering of criminals—or the baying 
of Conicrvarive ladies for the "cal'. But 
this k not Mr, Frow'i intent, be seeks 
lu criticise the world outside for its 
harsh OSS* and the prison fur its making 
of cruninais. 

Jt w'ouid have been kinder for ihe play 
to Itave been re-written before bemg 
prtHlueed Bui Sally Mile® has produced 
if with the iivual Mermaid zest and Mr. 
llcrnard Mile^ has no need to he 
ushiiniexl ol the first dramatic clTon of 
luv publictty manager. 

Hie charm of Feier Clegg as Mr 
Uilrke |irampi« the idta that he niiijht 
have saved the play from 115 ambiva¬ 
lence if he had a running commentary 
written in. for he has Ihc telling last 
word. 

"Watch out that they don't make • 
monkey out of you*"" 

A good aflcmpt, Mr. Frow. but not 
lop marks. f 
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'he Real Rulers 


I f r««i ^ I 

i t ^’“’^!o©-littJlrr ftrugpfc for 
th^trc bcsmcss has beeo 
in Ua£ popuiir press as 
bcfvtco tlK tfa^trc men 
r>o behevc m ibe fotnrc ai ibc 
re flmlcTi aiid il^ property 
iCia^iyot «ho only wane to lay 
haxids oo the ^tes id order to 
dowti the theatre and build 
o©ce tmildiii^ in tbcff 

reality, cf coarx botli the 
and the Oooom arc mter- 
tD iDoocy fim and 

, as arc their sbai^hcddefs. 
nc Oofioo groap. as everybody’ 
, caanoc ^Sopd to allow sen- 
or aeftbexk ooosadmtkm to 
m iheif w'ay. Wide open 
ifi the bean of the natioo^s 
ai their mercy, for than to 
opcAu f& what they dream of 
md day. Mr CoOog, accord- 
; to the Z>aL^ 0eraU orpiaiiis bis 
of buik&^ ifl th^ corny 

f» ticc a V'eni tsTiuJs 

rafgatmi aid mtmfr It s your 
5 ac* and e*i io«eti. 

an Evemitg Srond^J imer- 
he dedared '^1 doa'i know 
aboei buikit^ flats’’. A 
tefisi^ reroark especially when 
bears m nniid that 

Mr Caticsi nor an., cf the 
pe«'»*r prcpm> rycoon^ have 
fes^pced so m«W ihor cncr^jci 
rr^jvfset m flat auidn^ 

}Lo'xi r/s mmr areas. Shops, jpes; 
ecfi^^ ftm. no. 
costs VC too bseh. fli^ f</j#77i Ai 

Ceisiml Loadoo oat sDore cfhee 
thai n had before the hst 
fi^pmioiksbi ii 

rr^ 11 mrm 50 y€m% 45^. (OoT 

The oewspaper stories pot arouad 
^ lie Oofiaii bid in the theatre 
if sticcessful would mean 
/€ven ic^er theatres is fkoi wuhotii 
aiiofi After ail Mr. Cotioo 
?3> '•On, 1 am the property 

in all this. Im not interested 
’hcaircs Of shares" It is tme 
Mr Oore on the ocher band 
ettraskefy interested in tteatres", 
i^Btroh Three in the W est Ejid aiid 
tc- bodd more Bai it is ndi- 
cakm to assume that Mr. Lftckr 
because he was bom into the theatre 
fhn father and mocher managfd a 
theatre in Woofaichi is anything but 
a b o i if i w tycoon. Yes. be did 
talk kmngly of hu theatres to the 
Daly HtrM reporter Indeed he 
ipcAe of the falJadium and the 
Hippodrome. Bomti^hafia. as ’love¬ 
ly hooset^ But on being qye^iooed 
edwt he mean! by houiei*’ 

he ei fi mad thM they »«#« 

tmtmmtmhy ■nrrewfut Me «ud *”11 
wnwiid hr nrahn^l ihon of c caiHmiy i# 
fmH dorrn^ ihr FinsdMm. c£s: ntOfSsry 

Thm it oo mMM Vi nppeme Uu( 
the livt theaUT it aoy ttder in ftia 
buKh <A .Mr LiitJer th.U) il immU be 
io tboie of Moan Clottao. Both 
pwiiet arc uMcrtsted to it to loiv 
at it tbe^wt d hdodtomt proAt. for 
^Ma< c» e f miy be iheir tecrei. inner' 
<Bat* dcurct, nod apart from ibttr 
Pftttml wtalib (ktr. Coaoa who io 
M -Mimal foveT gave £250j000 lo 
Uie Lfmtom Zoo—lo provide bigger 
aod better pmcaot for (hem?) befaind 
tbem are ^ murance machine* 
interop only ia one Uung a good 
relum for iheir imetineiMt 


VJR REGINALD MALDLING, 
Preudetn of the B<ard of Trade. 
told a Coniervatrvc conference at 
Nrwquny recently that camduamh 
tiara produced ecorumdet and a 
mare balanced outlook. Fearing, 
perhapn. (hat tucfi an argument 
iroaJd give encouragctucot to the 


r*>rvmes of Vli, GaiT^Stell in <be 
Labour Party, he added, with refer- 
erve 50 mooopolief. 

VC a pin.* prr*»»f crtcTprise 

and «Hr wa tK m fanv oi cxmtpcziztcfi 
\au nw>* fed ihiZ iIk r^JH^cr cttr»- 
pettfVi » rcdmxA ^ ^ 

m Of three. Ha »i Ns^ ^ ti»e 

ce'mptaum ihcre a ct r^rctiiKn^ " 

The sooocr the puMic realise ihai 
the Conservative Pan> no more be¬ 
lieves in “pmate cmciimse" than the 
Labour Part* beiieves in “pubik 
i^noship wiD n be possible to 
to thini: of oreaihsiog produc- 
tkm and distributkm in ibe public 
interest ? The sootier the public 
realise that the capitahsl system is 
niooopolisiic the sooner w-ifl they 
lose their pressTosiercd illusions that 
ooly by oompctiiioo will the) get 
*%alue for tnooey". 

.As Mr. Maudhi^ mas tclHog 
Newquay Tories that they m^rc a 
parry of competirion a miUioii 
merger was being agreed by the 
boau^ of Pye and Ekeo ‘liouseliold 
names in radio and lekvision’’. A 
joint statemcm by the boards of 
both companies expressed their con- 
viirtioD that 

vCUBderibk benefli will aoxoc m each 
case, MX only to the operanns comjWTi- 
>cs tbcmiehei, Ha abo to their 
holdm aod cn^ioyees becatne of the 
ava^ahdrry of frei^rcr reso^cei and cn 
xamm cf the comi^fTtetnary namre d 
nHJ3> cf the mh&»diMTK^ ^ assodaiod 
OOTDpaiiies of both groups, and p&r* 
lisaiivfir in the many export fields ft 
vhich both ccfopanies arc now " 

The siateiiieot, it wiH be noted, 
maies no menfiofi of the public, thNc 
consumer. It refers to the *’opcrai- 
companies^ the •’stock holders** 
yes, and “the employees", but not a 
word of bow the pubhe will benenc 
by the merger. .And for the simple 
reason that tt did not take place in 
the mieresis of the coosunicr, but in 
order to safeguard sharcboldefs’ 
dhitkods in spite oi a comracting 
marker. 

While the TV slumr ts not the imme- 
ifiaie caose of the merjer. Mr. Stanley 
fclwirman of F>e] afreed ihai bnn^ng 
Pye and Ekeo t€>^eiber would be panicii- 
hufr oKfol XI tim stage whffl the mar¬ 
ket fcemed to be comneticg. 

★ 

pOR those of OUT readers who skip 

Ibe flnandal pages of t^ir 
favx>urite fqualityl daily, we refer to 
the success story of the noi^ien- 
taaously named The Great Univer- 
sai Stores Limited w hich has issued 
its hoanctal report for the year 
eodii^ March. I960 (includii^ a 
portrait of its ^iccessful Chairman 
2Lnd Managing Director Mr, Isaac 
Wottsonl In 1951 the G U-S. ^oop 
trading pfoflt was £S miilioos. In 
I96D ft was £27 mUIioos. In 1951 
the group’s net assets were £1S 
million. By I960 they were £2iil 
ibort of the £100 mtiUton mark ! Wo 
mermon the ’’success” story of Mr, 
Wotfsoo’s cfiipire for two reasons, 
Frntly because we wonder whether 
such a coocentraiioii of , , . power 
bfooks comp^fiofi—^shon of revo- 
lotk>fi. and secoodly for the inter- 
and IO our minds significani, 
provickd by the foUowing 
news oem from the Financial Staff 
of the Girndim : 

Tht WAfiog xnd Cilfow Storet group, 
pen cf Grcal ilAf^erul Siom m hemg 
uM tor niOJMt to dtATci and in uit* 
dif^oied cath ium The byycrt irr 
loim fnm trariuOung Storm miwx 
mmm Skof% aic m l c«d». 5^Acid Don- 
cMUf, Chciicricid. Darlmgtofi fUrrok). 
ind Gfegoor 

The aHoemmt oi 500,^0 five-thdloig 
UiarcB gi%«x GUS «»Ik>*c chaifoiio li 
Mr Itaac WoHumi, i one-third itakc to 
John Peten. hm j| wai Mated ><aufda>, 
mat the Nutnc u «UJ be carried on "ai 
ficfctcdore". 

Prtnee Lfttirr had only 30 per cent, 
of the controUmg ihaies of Mu&s 
Emptrrs Buf he needed cmly 21 
per cent more lo conirol the group. 
W ulfiOT*f G IVS io fellii^ one of 
their assets have iecured a ’’third 
ftake" 10 Ihe firm to whom they have 
sold their asset, and though up to 
the time of wnting wc had never 
beard of lohn Peters, wc have no 
doubt that in due course the finan¬ 
cial columns win inform us that 


SENSE AND SENSUALITY 


Bui fa* ihi-^ pxfticuixr fc0ck bccrt 
ifeO'.efi ’ There xfc three main ans^^ers 
—it eg a *«ry weft inewn oHcenc book 
(;ri ftie worrral of ”obscef>c“i; 

ebsoemtv tb *er> direct, taking die fonxi 
of explidi sexsial desenpuen and tabu 
ifccrtfe; and r wat re be sold in very 
large mmiberv at a very low pnee. No 
dosH one of the ftroopest teasom for 
prc«cuiirig Lddi C>Kiirrri<7(> l^ver 
6d.> imtead of toliw (2lf.l is ihe 
same as Pnfs reason foe prosecuting 
Piine^s Tkf Righii of Mats tmiead of 
Gedwiits Foimad iujtncr—ii is far 

cheaper »nd iberefore available to the 
masses, not only “your wife*' but "your 
ferv-act'" too. 

This attempt to tan a paperback edi¬ 
tion of Lady Ckanerlry s Lover {when 
a de luxe copy «as freely sold by Foyle's 
Hu year for eight guineas) and the 
geoenit intention of banning “out and 
cut pornography” are simply examples 
of class ccnsorihip It's all well 

for a few sreil-cducated people with 
wtU-iined pockets to chuckle over 
Petromtis and Apuktus and Bocisccic 
and Rabelais and so on down lo Lolitc; 
bw for the common herd, who can'i 
afford to buy dc luxe copies or go to 
Parh, to buy and read really rude books 
in ihousaods and ten thousands—I mean, 
ii’s just cot done. High-brow “bawdy’’ 
ftiKltidaif the recent study of Brigitte 
Bardot by Sinsonc de Beauvoir) is aii 
lifhf; low-brow "pornography” is noL 
Class d^inaiom apply to obscene books 
jEtsi as they do to profdiution (itreei- 
ghH persecuted. cali-giri$ tokrated). and 


John Peters have been gobbled up 
by The Great Universal Bear LtcL 
IO the "*beiiefit of stock holders, em¬ 
ployees” and Mr. Wolfsoa 

The mergers, the **weddiiigs”, ihe 
take overs, are an Loiegral pan of 
capitalisoL The more the comped- 
doo is serious the greater the number 
of mergers and lake-ov^rs. Capital¬ 
ism believes in competition only as 
a means of climinadng free enter¬ 
prise, or, lo quote the SimJay Tfinej, 
of separating ’nhe men from the 
boys”. Having driven the boys to 
Carey Street the ’’men” fight it out 
m our expense. Let us not forget 
this small detail* W'hen Prince 
Llttler (and the Insurance machines) 
pay more than £2 for 15/3 shares 
they intend thai someone should 
pay the price of their pride and 
power! Whether we arc dealing 
with industrialists, land and propeny 
sharks or share manipulators, who 
pay's in the end is the public, the 
consumer. 

The public interest, and the inter¬ 
est of the Couons dJid the Qores, 
the Wolfsons and the Litilers, the 
Pnidendal and the Legal and 
GeaeraL arc poles apart. The 
public, alas, has still to be made 
aware of its interest. Wc hope this 
colunm has done something more 
than feiaiJ the ’’success” stories of a 
biinch of social and economic 
ponces. 


THE RE.AL RULERS OF 
BRITAIN 

The twt> mitliofViire Mr. €\ Mr Jack 
Cofion iiid Mr Cbaiks Ctore, met tor 
a lunch in Park Lane icday. It wav to 
have hern vtmply a luncheon lo follow 
the yearly mceiing of Mr Coiion i Ciiy 
Cenirc Propeftiet. Rat it lurried inio 
a “cetchniiion” for ihe union ol hiv 
company anih Mr Ctore'% Cuy ami 
Ceniral Invetirmnfk 

fyver 200 ill down wiih Ihe two men 
of pioperty il the Dorchetur. Nartwv 
backed by milliona joined them it ihe 
ir>p table 

Sif Sunon .Maiki of Matii and 
Spenrcf wax neit to tlugli Fiatcr of 
tiifrodf, Mr Hxrold Samuel. hkhI 
eluii^c of pfopert) men, wx» landwichcd 
between Sir Mikt Thomax and Cuy 
hr-ariCK.' Sir Nuuonibc Hunie 

Mr t.ottoii Hid Mr. GeA^frc) kuchen. 
ot the Pearl AuurarKc on hia nghi and 
Mr Irwin W'ollMin. director in charge 
nl C Ccnire'v Anicticafi affaut, on hiv 
kll. 

AHo neirhy were iwo leading mer- 
chant hankefi, Sir Choi lev Hambto and 
Mf Lioiid Fratcf. 

£ vrffing SifmJard. 


prevaleni in kxlhI ccp- 
unship a? prudery, This why ti 
served Roy Jenkinv righi when the auth- 
ortues pfo«cuied one of hk pci works 
of literal urc instead of ^mc gcfiuine 
“oharene artidc'*; he ii not a prude, 
perhaps. Hit he is ceriamly a snob. Like 
most other people, he cannot r« thai 
Ii is an appalling thing to suppress food 
books noi because they arc good books 
fauE becayie ti is an appalling thing lo 
suppress any books ai all. 

The third thinf to note is the sort of 
argument that was advanced for and 
against Lady Ctumedey's Lover As 
usual wc were asked to choose between 
IWO unacceptable extremes On the one 
hand it was TBaimaincd by the prosccu* 
lion that fhc book “sets on a pedestal 
promisctious intercourse, eommends sen¬ 
suality almost as a virtue, and encourages 
and even advocates coarseness and vul¬ 
garity of language” (I panicularJy like 
“aimosi'’ and “even”); that it describes 
thirteen (significant number!) sexual 
“bouts” with “the emphasis always on 
the pleasure, ihe satisfaaion, the sensual¬ 
ity of ihc episode" (what else?); and that 
ti uses such-and-such a word so many 
times, etc. 

To which the proper answer is ”So 
what?” But unfortunately it was mam- 
lained by the defence on the other hand 
that Lawrence was “a strong supponer 
of marriage and far from encouraged 
promiscuity”; that his message was “that 
promisciiity yielded no satisfaction to 
any one, and that the only good relation¬ 
ship was the one existing between two 
people in love which was intended to be 
a permanent rdationship”. Then of 
course we heard half of the seventy 
available witnesses talking about an 
"extremely pure book”, an "extremely 
moral book”, a "highly virtuous, if not 
puritanical” book, a book which treats 
“the sex relationship as something 
sacred, in the real sense, as an act of 
holy communion" and which “Chrisiians 
ought to read”. 

To which the proper answer is "Rub¬ 
bish!” Of course Lawrcficc wasn’t a 
duty old man Itndecd just after he fin¬ 
ish^ this book be accused James Joyce 
of “deliberate, journalistic dirt>-minded- 
ness"!), but he wasn’t a wide-eyed 
romanilc moralist either. He had no 
ume for either Soho muck or True Love 
—he lEvas in fact a “strong supporter" of 
what he called ''phallic tenderness’’ (he 
nearly called the book Tendtrnessy and 
he must have blushed in his grave to 
hear some of the things his defenders 
said about him. It was rather like the 
Mothers' Union singing Blake's ientsc- 
tern wiihoui having the faintest idea what 
Blake would have said about them. 

But all this is absurd, ^lui does it 
matter what Lawrence intended? fit is 
technically irtadmissible evidence any* 
way.) And what docs it matter what a 
lot of dons and bishops and publishers 
and critics think, any more that it mat¬ 
ters what policemen and magistrates 
think? I believe the book is a mon¬ 
strous failure, because ihe sociologkal 
bits are duU and the le.xuaL bits arc rtdi- 


cuJous. but *hai f»s 

your fight or anybody dscfi ngbi to 
publish, sell and read it? I ^h«vc most 
of iis impending millions ol feaden in 
this country, like those in the USA, wiU 
be micrcsted in iiv four-Jciier words, not 
in iis ireaimeni of the Sociopathology of 
Sex. So what? Good luck to them— 
ihatN their business, and it won’t be the 
first time a writer has been misread and 
misunderstood. At least they will now 
be able to get the bool without diffi¬ 
culty; 1 had to go to Paris and smuggle 
the damned ihmg home? 

The fourth thing to note is that the 
sort of argument put forward in support 
of the right of Penguin Books to publish 
Lady C/icffeWey''r Lovdr is going to re¬ 
bound upon future books that get into 
trouble. In the past obscene books have 
been parcfoitablc if they are indirecl, 
obscure or incomprehensible iLotira, 
Ulysses, The Lovely Awfat Thing). Now 
they are pardonable if they are elevai- 
mg or realisric. But how will Henry 
Miller’s novels, or Tfie Black Bcfok or 
The Naked Lunch or The Ginger Man 
(unexpurgated) or dozens of other well- 
known or unknown boots fare in the 
courts? Will we have batteries of ex¬ 
perts testifying for and against iheir 
[jierary merit? (At least this is a way 
of helping impoverished inielicctuali 
now that there are hardly any ‘'little 
magazines” and television being so 
crowded, ray dear). One thing about 
ihe recent trial was that no prosecution 
witnesses were called; they could have 
been, and in future they may well be. 

It is pleasantly ironical that the test 
whether books are “well written or badly 
written" should have been foreshadowed 
by Oscar Wilde (in the Introduciion to 
The Picture of Dorian GrtiyX but what a 
ludicrous te^t it is. 

Even then it is better than pretending 
an obscene book is ever so “moral" 
when as likely as not it is nothing of 
the kind, and if it is will be the worse 
for being so. The trick is used at the 
end of the classic of Ertglish porno¬ 
graphy, Fanny Hitt (published two cen¬ 
turies ago at the same time as Tom 
Jones), and perhaps writers will now 
icam IO slip little sermons in at the end 
of their naughty books to satisfy the 
Director oj Public Prosecurions and the 
honmie m&yen sensuei alike. Then in 
the end wo shall have sex in our hooka 
printed in every conceivable way ex¬ 
cept the right way—‘'the emphasis always 
on ihe pleasure, the saibfaction, the sen¬ 
suality of the episode"—but we shall still 
call ourselves civilbcd. 

In the meantime, the fifth thing to note 
is that Lady ChatierUy*s Lover joins the 
host of books written in the English 
language that were once thought objcc- 
ticnable and are now read freely—-books 
like Tofii Jones, Tess of the D^Urbe* 
Yiltes, Amt VcrortUa„ Tfur Rainbow^ The 
Well of Loneiincs^j Ulysses^ The Phit- 
ander^r, Lutiia—on, no doubt, to the Iasi 
syllable of recorded literature. Here at 
feast there has been a small advance, and 
here at least we are more civilised ihan 
we Vitro last month. N.W, 
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NINE MILLION VESTED INTERESTS 


lyfO cil3 of ancurni 

Rcnne had large « popubiion as 
that of Bournemoulh. A hundred years 
ago iherc w«^rc only three ciiies m ihc 
world with over a million inhahkanu. 
Tokyo. Paris and London. Today there 
arc dghty*ihrec, and tomorrow there will 
he many more They are not dense and 
compact, like the ancient cities; they 
sprawl over a huge hinterland of resi¬ 
dential suburhs which both gave rise to. 
ijid rnulicd from, the revolution in 
irmnsport begun by the railway and com¬ 
pleted by the motor vehicle. 

The administration of public services 
in these great metropolitan areas has not 
kept pace with their growth, and the 
existence of varying and arbitrary^ boun- 
dancs which have long been physicatiy 
outgrown, has resulted in confusion, 
waste and needless complication. London 
is no eicqjuon lo this, and ihrese yeais 
ago a Royal Commission on Local 
Government in Greater London was 
appointed, with the task of examining 
ihc enure system of local government 
in the whole area and of recommending 
"Whether any. and if so what, changes 
in local govern mcni sintcfure and the 
■dmribiition of local authorhy functions 
in the area, or any pan ot it, would 
better secure effective and convenient 
local government ,. 

Its repon was issued last month, and 
while it Is believed that the government 
intends to adopt iu recommendatiofts, it 
would oertainty not introdi^e iegislation 
for mi least a year, while the chairman 
of the commission. Sir Edw-in Herbea, 
estimates that after such leghlation be* 
came law^ a period of between two or 
three years would be needed to complete 
the reorgamiation which the commission 
envisaged, and as someone else observed, 
the ordinary dtiacn, remembering the 
ufiuai fate of Royal Commissions, may 
take the view that he is likely to die of 
old age before anything could possibly 
be done about it. 

How much indeed, docs the ^ordinary 
ciimcrT CTre about local administration'" 
Jsn*l he more liicty to be resigned to 
it than imerestod tn h? 


'TTIL pTcscn! syMom of local govem- 
^ men! in Londoii dates from ISSS 
and 1S99, Before that there were three 
hundred parish vestries wTih the Metro- 
poLitan Board of Works, elected by the 
vestries, Bipcrviftinf the whole area. A 
Royal Comou^on found evidence of 
meficseno and ootrupiion in the Board 
and (he An of Iggg carved out a new' 
Coumy of London, with a Council 
directly elected, simtiar to the other 
coamy couned*. The new London 
CcHiitty Council was immcdiiitely domi¬ 
nated by radical rdormsn, and the Con- 
rvative government sough: to curb 
I by estahjjslutic the 2B metropolitan 
borough courKtls m as independent 
minier wcifhu These were born in an 
affTHi tp hfifr uf cofdljct and dissension 
which ooly began to resolve itself when, 
ttj Ihc nineteen ihinici. both levels of 
the syitem of local government 

in Loodon began to be dominated by 
the Labour The IJX is con- 

veraod with a d s^C diSiutk. tifc vctmccs, per- 
■wl beahh •Offices, mam dnunage and 
g. toirn plgnnmg. main 
bridges welfare and enter- 
The tucugpnlMsn boriiuglis 
housihg and arc con- 
street un- 
uiciS' reftita re- 
Uheary sorvicca. 
local parbi, bgna, anpoMRcs^ uaixia- 
and dndaai^, 

«ntf mitMhig fUMmi. Amd 

the regivtialKU) at bmbA ttumagcv 
deathb 

As thug* are, ^ logr pun of 
wc Call Crstier Ig uuisidf ifaa 

C iJ^Tify Ir'^cn the I jGC ^MIC lift 
C'wn i.«^Lrvf • -‘ti'%ide %lM tma bouBdaniai 



adniinifrered by a vuriety of 
Counties. Uoroughs, and Urban Districts. 
There IS considerable /ealousy and re- 
scnime/u hciHLren these. The Cuntmis- 
report, fur instance remarks that; 
things have reached such a pass in 
Middlesex that the chairman of ihc Mid¬ 
dlesex County Cauricii thought it worth 
while to devote a large part of his 
opening statement in oral evidence to 
polemics against the larger boroughs in 
Middlesex." 

and that the LCC s witnesses 

■‘resolutely refused to discuss with us 
any of the wider issues of the govern- 
ment of London as a whole, and stuck 
firmly to the proposition that ‘London* 
and the Administrative County of Lon¬ 
don arc synonymous terms and that the 
LCC is the government of London.” 

On the question of irafik manage¬ 
ment, the Commission noted that: 

“the present machinery is so confused 
that it is difficult even to put dovMi on 
paper a description of what it is, let 
alone how it works. It does not difTer 
in principle from the ancient system of 
parochial responsibilities which parishes 
as highway authorities had in the most 
remote country districts.” 

The Royal Commission proposes that 
the County of London and that of Mid¬ 
dlesex should be abolished and that to¬ 
gether with them large parts of Essex, 
Kent and Surrey, the County Boroughs 
of Croydon. West Ham and East Ham, 
and pan of Hertfordshire should be 
joined together under a new Greater 
London Council. As the second tier of 
local administration the present 28 
Metropolitan boroughs and sixty-six 
other local auihorhies would, ii is pro¬ 
posed. be replaced by 51 Greater Lon¬ 
don Boroughs (of 100.000 to 200.000 in- 
habitams). The total population of the 
area involved is about eight-and-a-half 
million people. 

The Greater London Council w ould be 
the overall planning authoritj. it should 
set up "the strongest possible traffic en- 
gincenns depaninem”. and would be 
responsible for building, improving, 
mamtaimng and lighting main roads, 
other roads being ibe conoem of the 
boroughs. Housing would be the con- 
cseni of the boroughs, which should take 
over the houses at present owned by the 
LCC. The Council for Greater London 
wxHiJd be nesponsibk for education in the 
whole area, for the general educational 
develupmem plan, for ‘^promoting free¬ 
dom of choice throughout the whole 
area”, and for highei- education. But the 
boroughs should be responsible for the 
day-to-diy running and mainicnunce of 
schools and for the school health service. 
Amhulance services, refuse disposal and 
main sewerage would be the Greater 
London CounciLs concern, but personal 
health, welfare and children"^ services, 
refuse collection, parks, museums^ enter¬ 
tainments and museums would be the 
borough councils* domain, (the Festival 
Halt, Hampstead Heath and similar large 
imiTiovable objects would be taken over 
by ihe Greater London Council). 

Everybody in greater London has u 
vested interest of some kind in these 
proposals—it only in how it will affect 
hi» ratci, or, if he is a council tenant, 
his rent, Tlie politicians arc vitally con¬ 
cerned. For the prcdcmiiiiam political 
complejuon of the Greater London 
Council would be Conservative, while 
(hit of ihe presem LCC ii Labour, if 
adopted (he proposal would finally break 
what the Tories call Labour's sirangk- 
hold over London The anialgamution 
of many of the present Melropoliian 
boroughs will also liave the effect of fe* 
ducing the proportion of boroughs with 
t,&buur maiorities Not surprisingly, 
tlie Couunisiion obwived timt "I he re- 
cottMuendatiofit made by the labour 
pvty wgre ‘coriMTivauvc'. and ilu»c pul 
tonwd by tlhc ( onu:f‘^itivcft wae 


Ulv hkcrareliy of Imral govermneiii 
pf« Aipo vcf^ jjiuvji ioncrified 
iIms, tfWidc the iX C or out. 
p4* Ikt tag lohft N» Die gKitet 

n When two boroughs. 


SKX SECiKI^CATION 

Srs vf#rq|44!jua Imm hsan dMfr^ULed m 
box xCHico* o^ju^tc trie focD of 
StLis^ hiive bicj> pm^hlnf teo rnwy 
firh coaLlM afta pCDvideii U>r 

rse-p JHid for twutucfi 

The drLisi^n laten at a cunlef 
mOtLc the pohee mud local hsp 

I “T"ii a n ) I'hfci* after an eitcpitfit*ngtliy 
heavy crop (A cuwiplaiiMft fiwu wwfitm 
srftD daoned Dial n«n oft hmmt wcm 
ed ihcm, aiLed fbrm for 4a*e», or luoin- 
ftodiham 

A poliCcmaiT rid« jo every women s 
bill to enforce the order. So faf, aegre- 
gallon hai been flJlfodiiecd *tn one route 
, wberr the complanUA were the 
i Mutumfous. 

CumSun, t4/IO/hO. 



U** NAVY IN ACTION 

Anw*4.a'* oufekaf powcitd 
thm Ginjijfir H stthtn^int jumI 
tha PatTiri iUtuy, lot Dre 

>c*le<da» Ihfi^ »tre 
Utm lH*,tUoads ol pacthstv. nmiwhcri 
id Die ( ^rpittuitci# lor Non Violent 

AdNin 

The paiilksu cNMSftd the harWar n 

f/rou>n. Conner uctji m two nmmu 
boaii and m LAitm A Navy lug iHcd 
to iwamp them rhen a Ih.biU. 4 iJ nf 
sailors clomat mad ined to Wat them i.rff 
with oars Three rcjichnJ ili^ sub 
m-ifinci but were driven iriiu Die water 
with fire hoftfii. 

THrgntfth 22rlO/ft4), 


Nkc Fulham and Hamniersmiih or 
Chelsea and Kensington, are amalga¬ 
mated. whose Borough Treasurer or 
Town Clerk gets the new job? 

Council tenants are likely to be 
affecicd by any transfer of LCC housing 
to the borough, for, among other 
things, the LCC docs not operate a dif- 
I'ereniiai rent scheme, while more than 
half the presem Meiropolimn boroughs 


PEOPLE AND IDEAS 


do, and so do most of the present “out- 
county” districts in which the LCC has 
estates. Parents and children are likely 
to ba affected, because the LCC, 
contrary to the Conservative central 
governmem's policy, .seeks to add to the 
number of its “comprehensive” secondary 
schools, vvhh the aim of doing away with 
selection a: II-plus. This is not likely 
to be a policy which a Tory-dominated 
Greater London Council would follow, 
nor does it seem to be a matter which 
will fall to the proposed new boroughs 
(although the Commission declared that 
“it is bad for local government that m 
the Admimstraiive County of London 
metropolitan borough councils should 
be deprived of any direct say in the 
cducaDon of the children of thetr 
inhabitants. ”) 


OUT vvhai do we, whose vested inter- 
^ cst is in anarchism, the idea of indi¬ 
vidual freedom and autonomy, think of 
the Conimission's report? It seems to 
me that there are at least three possible 
attitudes. We might very well say that 
the question of who runs the education 
bureaucracy or who manages everything 
from crematoria to the registration of 
binhs is so marginal to the real prob¬ 
lems of our lime, that we don't care any¬ 
way. we are, after all, concerned with 
going to the root of things, with radical 
matters, Or, if we are the kind of anar¬ 
chist who postulates the notion of an 
anarchist society, we might say that 
neither the present nor the proposed 
system of local administration in London 
bears any relationship to the anarchist 
idea of tha conutitmc as the lerrilorial 
unit of social organisation in a free 
society, and consequently we arenl rnier- 
ested anyway. Personally, 1 don't think 
the anarchists are very interested in the 
commune either—the last articles on the 
subject in Freedom appeared in our 
issues of 28th July, 1945, and 4th June, 
1947. 

A more interesting approach would be 
to consider the extent, if any, to which 
the Commission's proposals would make 
for greater freedom and greater auto¬ 
nomy, as well as for great efficiency. 
The Commission, after hearing the evi¬ 
dence of an immense number of inter¬ 
ested parties could have made a variety 
of recommendations. The problems of 
administering great cities may be new, 
but examples of quite dilferem adminis¬ 
trative mechanisms can be found in dif* 
ferent parts of the w'Orld, and the Com¬ 
mission could for instance, have recom¬ 
mended one omnipotent regional auth¬ 
ority for the hole area, or it could have 
suggested a dropping of (he pretence of 
municipal dcmocracj and (he appoint¬ 
ment of professional managers on the 
pattern of some American cities, or it 
could have aimed at keeping many more 
of the present boundaries undisturbed, 
cspecialJy in view of the immense pre^- 
sure against change from many of the 
authuftlics involved. 

In (ho event, the Commission took the 
view ihat local and regional govcniment 
fur liiiul and legionul affairs was belief 
lhan cciiirat governmem. It noted that 
becziuie III the inadequactci of local 
iovcjiimciii many local iciviccv had al- 
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ready been taken out of ihc httiidij uf 
local authoriric.s and put into those of 
public corporations and nationalised 
boards. (Many of us can remember 
when the LCC ran trams and hospitals, 
and when other local authorities ran gas 
and electricity undertakings). The Com¬ 
mission coneluded: 

“We are convinced that the choice 
before government in Greater Lon¬ 
don is. in truth, lo abdicate in favour 
of central government (a process that has 
already gone some way) or to reform 
. . . There arc great and growing prob¬ 
lems to be solved and the present mach¬ 
inery oE local government is inadequate 
to solve them. Unless thb machinery 
is made adequate, the problems are so 
great and obtrude themselves so obviously 
on public attention that they will be 
taken out of the hands of local govern¬ 
ment." 

Having adopted this attitude, which, 
given that particular choice, is surely the 
more desirable one. the Commission was 
guided in its division of powers between 
the regional and the local authority, by 
the idea that those services which 
needed to be organised on a regional 
scale should be, while everything else 
“should be organised on as local a basis 
as possible”. This principle has led to 
some uneasy compromises, like the divt- 
siofi of powers for education—where 
their problem was^ evidently that the 
regional authority-covering about one- 
fifth of the population of England—is 
obviously bigger than is necessary for 
an “cfficicnf education authority, while 
the local authority—the new borough, is 
thought to be too small to have full 
responsibiliiy for primary and secondary 
education. 

The Commiilion did not recommend 
the suifeftiem which had been made by 
ihe Local Goveriunent Boundaries Com¬ 
missions J947 fcpon fhar "urban parish 
councils* should be formed within the 
boroogbs So undertake welfare services 
on a mwfe tnily local and intimate basis. 

Wha: a it gotof to mean in practice, 
umiosng that the report goes unscathed 
and unmodtfird through parliament? 
Obviously local politics will be conduc¬ 
ted on lines as before, with the same 
retleciion of (he political divisions of 
national politics. Although the press 
headJined its account of the proposals 
“LCC to be abolished", the Greater 
London Council will be in fact an LCC 
shorn of some of its powers, but vastly 
enlarged in area, and wfiih a different 
political complexion. The new Councii 


WHITE FARMERS REFl^SE 
15s. WAGE FOR AFRICANS 

Salisbury. S. Rhodesia. Nov. 5, 

White farmers in the Umiali area of 
Southern Rhodesia have rejected pro¬ 
posals for a minimum of ISs. a week 
and detailed rauon scales for African 
labourers. 

A crowded meeting of farmers ex¬ 
pressed the view that payment of wages 
10 Africans should be Icri to ihe discre¬ 
tion of individual farmers. 

One of them said: “A man can only 
be paid what he is wonh, and there is 
no one but the farmer who can decide 
what a labourer is worth to him." 

The meeting unanimously turned 
down a wage scheme suggested by the 
Rhodesian National Farmers' Union, 
Brimh Uniitd Piw. 
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ORDNANCE WORKERS 
PLEAD ' GIVE US LESS 
WAGES’^ 

NOIIINOIIVM, NovtMtlEll 5, 
Four Hundred Royal Ordnance Fac‘ 
tory workers pleaded wuh the Govern¬ 
ment yesterday for less wages and a 
shorter wot king week "We are led up 
wiili silling around the factory being 
paid tor doing nothing," raid (heir 
leaders ai a pi oiciii meeting ol A.E LJ. 
tnenibcj'i from Nottingham Royal Ord- 
nariv* I actoiy, 

I ho wurks convenor. Mr. George 
hquiivv a litter, laid "1 do so little 
work all the week that my hand'i are 
lottcr than ni> wi(c*i.“ 

Workers were angry, he od. about 
the Governmcni'% policy ot giving arma- 
ment work lo private firmi while Roj-a^ 
Ofdnauec l aitoiv cniploucs had little 

Hi iki. 

The meeting decided la ask the LtKHl 
workers in the lacloi'v to demand a four- 
day working week lo stop further redun- 
danciev The meeting was called lo pro 
test aguiiwi a War Office artriounccment 
that 100 men would be made icdundiint 
h> the end ol the year. 

At pretem the men work a 42-haur 
w©*k for a grofti wage of £9 ItK 

OftjfTvef. 


FREfiDOl 

will pmumaWy uk« the old ! 

Kremlin on the Somh 
of the same pcrmnncin fac«^ 
m the famtlmr places. MidUlri.4 y 
disappear altogether, unlamcnied ;oi4 
name in hismry book* will tiuikfe. *:ui 
grandchildren snigger. In their dsy, !, 
problem* ol LondonV even 
growth will perhaps demand aninher l 
shuffle of boundaries. The (^omnu^^^t, j 
nottM that already l.ortdon h leajH 
over the Green BcU ^designed 20 yoi 
ago to contain it. apd suggests that 
tundamcntal question k not "How 
the growth of London be ^tupped?” 
“How can London's abounding vualtj^ 
be guided and directed For the'gcnerq 
good through the medium ol sell 
government?" ' - ■ i 

How indeed? C.W,, 


Heetings ' and 
Announcemenf 

LOISDON AN/VRCHIST 
GROUP and MALATESTA 
DEBATING SOCIETY 

IMPORTANT 
MEETINGS WILL BE HELD 
in basement. 5, Caledonian Road, Nj 
(near King's Cros* Station) 
Sundays at 7.30 p in. 

All Welcome. 

NOV. 13.—Tony Gibson on 
THE PRESS AS A SOURCE 
OF MISINFORMATION 

NOV, 20.—Ian Leslie on 
Siiblect (o be announced. 

NOV. 27.—Ian Celofck on 
THE KRONSTADT REVOLT 


London Anarchist Group 
AN EXPERIMENT IN 
OFF-CENTRE DISCUSSIONi] 
MEETINGS 

Ijr Thar^ay of each momh ai & P * 
At Jack and Mary Stevenson'i. 

6 Stainlon Road, Enfield, Middx-^ 

Last Wednesday of each month^ \ 
8 p.m, 

Ac Dorothy Baiusi'i, 

45 Twyford Avenue, Fortti Green, Nj 

Ij/ Wednesday of each momh at 8 p. 

At Colin Ward's. 

33 Ellerby Street, Fulham. S.W,6.' 


Study Group on Non-Violent 
Defence 
(Organised by CiVD) 

Every Thursday at 8 p.m. at 
IS Campden Grove, W,8, 

Admission I/*, 

NOV. 10.—James Hendenon on 
RESISTANCE TO TOTALITARLAN- 
ISM: A GERMAN CASE HISTORY 


Public Discussion MteHngs : 

RANK AND FILE INDUSTRIAL 
CONFERENCE LIAISON MEETING 
White Swan, 28 Farringdon Ruud, 
London, E.CL 

Friday. November ISih at 8 p.m, 
Philii» Sansom opens discu.'jsiori on 
“What Son of Rank and File 
Movement do we Want?" 

December 2rid. Briah Behan on 
“Why We Need a Rank and File 
Movement." 


li kLllMORF Rt:\UFRS PLEASE 
NOTE 

A coiiirade in Baltimore. Md.^ U.S.A. 
would like to contact others with a view 
lo forming a group Please write to 
Freedom Press. 


PREIDOM 

ITK* Anarchiit Wgskl 

Faiiaf SubicriptioD Racej t 
12 mohffii |?A iU,SA. 13,00) 
b monlhi f/i (U.S.A. || SO 
3 monlhi 5A fU.S.A. lOTS) 
Special Subicripciaa Rotea for 2 cod 

12 monlKi 19A (U,S,A_ HSO) 

6 months 14/6 [ll.S-A, |2.2SJ 
ChoqiiM, P.O.'i and Mmy Ord.n Uio 
bm mads out to FREEDOM criw 

o/c Payt*. and addratt*d to Ui* pubilih 

FREEDOM PRESS 

17a Maxwell Road 
London, S.Wt6. England 
Tat.: Itanowjt 3736 
































